
 
The Cdr’s View 
Henry Curtis, Cdr 

 

 

“Boating Safety has Many Aspects” 

   

 May is Boating Safety Month; 20-26 May is 
designated Safe Boating Week.  I wish to encourage 
everyone to take time to brush up on safe boating 
practices.  Even the most experienced boater can 
benefit from such a review because we are all hu-
man and tend to forget over time the safety practices 
we learned years ago.  I’d suggest even re-taking a 
basic boating course to refresh our memory of im-
portant but long-forgotten safety tips.  I’m planning 
to do this myself. 

  This month, I want to address a specific nar-
row aspect of boating “safety”.  That is, one of oper-
ating our boats (particularly those trailered to the 
operating area) to protect the safety and viability of 
the environment.  Our state is besieged by alien in-
vasive aquatic plant and animal species, which have 
caused severe damage to and even extinction of en-
dangered native organisms.  In fresh water ponds 
and streams, this problem has been severe in West-
ern Connecticut, but seems to be spreading inexora-
bly into our part of the state.  The most significant 
threat is the zebra mussel, which chokes native 
plants and entire ecosystems, and has been explod-
ing alarmingly in numbers.  In addition, alien inva-
sive aquatic plants, such as fanwort, hydrilla and  
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Eurasian milfoil are ruining swimming areas, clogging 
navigable waterways and usurping beneficial native 
plants. 

  Careless recreational boating is the principal cul-
prit in spreading harmful aquatic organisms from one 
stream or pond to another.  These nuisance species are 
easily transported when caught in propellers or cool-
ing intakes, attached to hulls, entangled on boat trail-
ers or other accessories exposed to the waters.  We 
must be careful to avoid spreading these pests.  Con-
necticut law carries a fine of $100 per plant, and re-
quires a court appearance for each violation.  More 
significant is that careless spread of nuisance species 
could result in severe damage to the aquatic environ-
ment and possible extinction of sensitive species. 

(Continued on page 5) 



The Yardarm 
the publication of the new london 

power squadron, 
a unit of the united states power 

squadrons® 
 

Publisher: Ruth MacDonald, S 
332 S. Burnham Hwy 

Lisbon, CT  06351 
(860) 859-9600 

macdore@sbcglobal.net 
Editor:  Eleanor C. Mariani, aP 

16 Wilson Avenue 
Quaker Hill, CT  06375 

(860) 442-8007 
The Yardarm is published monthly with 

the exception of the month of July.  June 
and July are published as a combined summer 

issue. 
submit articles to: editor at above 

address or, via email to 
eleanor_c_mari8123@sbcglobal.net 

May  2006 Page  2 The Yardarm 

Commander Cdr. Henry Curtis, AP hcurtis@ctol.net (860) 443-5953 

Executive Officer  Lt/C Hugh Wedegis, P fdict@snet.net (860) 886-4700 

Administrative Officer Lt/C Robert B Leete, AP robert_b_lette@sbcglobal.net (860) 691-1236 

Secretary Lt/C Peter John Schultz  (860) 848-3511 

Treasurer Lt/C Anthony Salzarulo, AP  (860) 267-7073 

Educational  Officer Lt/C  Harrison L. Jewett, N jewettl@earthlink.net (860) 443-6499 

Asst. Secretary 1st Lt Jon David Peterson, AP guide@rental-guide.com (860) 444-2808 

Asst. Treasurer Lt/C Robert F. Smith, AP  (860) 442-7077 

Membership Robert B. Leete, AP robert_b_leete@sbcglobal.net (860) 691-1236 

The Bridge Of The New London Power Squadron 

 USPS Calendar 
Be sure and check our web site  for late breaking 
events, additions and corrections to our calendar

                  Http:/www.usps.org   

NLPS Events 

19 May 2006 - Executive Board Meeting, begins 1900, 
at  the Dimmock’s home, 40 Dimmock Rd, Waterford. 

 
District 1 Events 
12 June 2006 - Tri-Squadron +1 Picnic, 1800 at  
Westerly Yacht Club. (see page 5) 
 
24 June 2006 - Essex Island Rendezvous and Coun-
cil Meeting, 1300.  
 
21-23 July 2006 - District 1 Rendezvous, Village of 
Greenport, Greenport NY. 
 
25-27 August 2006 -  District 1 Sail Race and Picnic, 
Fisher’s Island Yacht Club 
 
23 September  2006 - Mini-Cruise to Mystic Seaport. 
 
25-27 August 2006 -  4th Annual Poker Run and 
Cookout, Hamburg Cove 
Contact Lt/C Robert Leete, AP (860) 691-1236 for more in-

formation on any event. 

            Visit  us at: http://www.usps.org/localusps/newlondon/ 

For a complete listing of NLPS office holders and committee assignments, go to  “The Bridge” page on our website. 

D/1 Essex Island Rendezvous and 
D/1 Council Meeting  

24 June 06 
Essex Island Marina 

 
Rain or shine 
 
Friday 23 June – Sunday 25 June 2006 
Essex Island Marina, Essex, CT 
Hosted by the Meriden Squadron 
 
Contact: D/1 Admin Officer John Nason, AP 860-
561-2377 nasonjo@aol.com 
D/1 Boating Activities Chair Paul Bialecki, P 860-
223-1890 pelicanspouch@hotmail.com 
Cdr. Matt Lasek (Meriden) 860-665-7230 
laseks@cox.net 
Dockage: $3.50 per foot (25 foot minimum). Dock-
ing arrangements to be made directly with Essex 
Island Marina by 11 June 2006. Please contact the 
marina at 860-767-1267. State that you are a 
member of District 1 USPS.  
 
Events: 
Friday, 23 June –Everyone is on their own for din-
ner. (Many go to the Griswold Inn as a group.) 
Saturday, 24 June -  
0800 – Continental Breakfast  

(Continued on page 6) 
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                    May  
                                                                              
            SPECIAL    MEMBER 
 NAME                       TOWN              DAY          SINCE   
 
Clay Sr., Thomas J.,        Groton      26      1988  

Kurrus, John B., SN    New London   8      1966 

Schultz, Peter John,  P   Uncasville   9      2003 

National Safe Boating Week 

May 20—26 

See www.safeboatingcouncil.org  

for free materials 

 

Nothing is more certain 
in today's world then 
the inevitability of 
change...it happens, and of-
ten.  If you have ANY doubt that the 

Power Squadron has complete correct information on you 
(name, address, telephone #, E-mail address, type of boat 
& name, etc) please contact Bob Payette the squadron 
computer services liaison. He will check your information 
against the master roster AND make whatever corrections 
are necessary to get things 
up to date. You can call 
Bob at 860.892.5484 or e-
mail him at 
r.payette@snet.net.  Alter-
natively, there is a tool of 
the squadron web site 
http://www.usps.org/
localusps/newlondon/ on 
the Roster Update Re-
quest page where you can 
post your changes and 
send them directly to Bob 
for inputting into the 
DB2000 data base system. 

Report from the SEO 
Hugh G. Wedegis, AP    
 

Here is a reminder for upcoming courses: 

SPRING SCHEDULE: 

  GPS Public Course:  May 10, 2006 
through May 24, 2006.  Classes will run from 1900 
to 2100 at the Waterford PD Training Room.  Con-
tact Lea Jewett for details.  This is an entirely new 
course and some of you “old salts” may find it in-
teresting as well. 

 The following NLPS Reservation Policy 
was Adopted by resolution 10 April 
2006 by the Executive Committee of the 
New London Power 
Squadron. 

 

 

 “A Reservation Made Is A Reservation Paid” 
IF your reservation is not honored (you don’t 
show up) and this results in the Squadron ex-
pending funds on your behalf. Most restau-
rants WILL charge for meals that have been 
reserved and in those cases you will be re-
sponsible for that charge.  
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NLPS Co-Op Charting 

  Looking for Volunteers! 
 

What is it?  Cooperative Charting is a civic ser-
vice performed by the United States Power Squad-
rons (USPS) in cooperation with the National Ocean 
Service, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Admini-
stration of the U.S. Department of Commerce. Na-
tional USPS has an Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU)with NOAA through their Marine Chart Division 
of the National Ocean Service (NOS). 

The Program is a major public service of USPS. Un-
der the MOU, USPS members supply information 
leading to the production "of accurate, up-to-date 
nautical and aeronautical charts" and related publica-
tions; and the preservation of geodetic control sta-
tions in the National Geodetic Reference System. 

Cooperative Charting is recognized as the most ef-
fective user-participation program in all of the Federal 
services.  Without these USPS observations, many 
hazards would go undetected until tragedy strikes 
through a nautical mishap. Thus,  USPS members 
save lives and property, as well as furthering boating 
safety  through these efforts to improve the quality of 
our nations charts. The Cooperative Charting Pro-
gram is a highly successful, public service effort dedi-
cated to the advancement of  safety on the water for 
both the boating public and USPS members. 

Who is doing it from NLPS?  Al Schober, 
AP, of Uncasville has recently taken over the pro-
gram for NLPS.  In the past he has worked with Bob 
Silva,SN of Niantic and Trux Brodhead, P, also of 
Niantic. 

 

 

 

 

 

How Can I Get Involved?  You are in luck 
because Al is looking for some sole mates to go on 
field trips with him and learn what the program en-
tails.  He has been going out once about every 
other week on a nice day, generally on a Mon-
day thru Thursday.  He is currently working on 
the Norwich quadrangle and has located 8 
marks and has a few marks to recover that really 
require a second person, both to do the job and 
for safety reasons.  After a bit of training, differ-
ent quadrangles can be adopted. 

Al is also interested in finding someone who may be 
interested in depth surveys, requiring a good depth 
sounder, a computer, and a GPS - all coupled to-
gether.  A small boat is better than a big one, as it 
can get into shallower water.  While Al has  never 
done these depth surveys, he would be happy to 
work with someone with the interest and equipment. 

 Items Needed:   Al is looking for the donation 
of a metal detector.  Hopefully, some squadron mem-
ber has a metal detector that they no longer use or 
want and will be willing to donate to the Squad-
ron.  Scratching through the leaves looking for a sur-
vey disk gets old after a while!   
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  These are the most important cautions which 
the trailer boater should observe in  protecting the 
aquatic environment: 

•  Proceed slowly in shallow waters.  Avoid 
hull and, especially, propeller contact 
with aquatic vegetation. 

•  Do not throw fish waste in the water.  
Freeze it to reuse as chum or bait.  If you 
do not plan to reuse it, dispose of it in 
your home garbage pail. 

•  Don’t release live bait, unless it came 
from the same body of water. 

•  Inspect your boat and trailer before leav-
ing the launch area.  Remove any visible 
mud, plants, fish or animals.  Discard in 
an approved disposal dumpster or in your 
home garbage pail. 

•  Drain bilge, bait wells and equipment be-
fore  leaving the launch site. 

•  Clean and dry anything that came in con-
tact with the water at the launch site– 
boats, trailers, equipment, anchors, ropes 
& lines, clothing and your dog.  Do not 
use soap or cleaning agents at the site. 

•  Upon your return home, reflush your boat 
and all equipment (including the dog) 
with tap water.  It’s a good idea to use 
hot water when flushing  your engine 
cooling system. 

•  If possible, store your boat and trailer in a 
sunny location for at least two days 
(preferably 5) before your next water-
borne excursion. 

 Happy boating this season!      

 Henry Curtis 

 

Tri-Squadron + 1 
Picnic Westerly Yacht Club 

Members, Family and Guests are in-
vited. 
All are welcome! 

When:  Monday, June 12, 2006     
  18:30-21:00  

                 Social hour at 6:30 PM, Buffet dinner at 7:00 
 

Hosted by the Westerly Power Squadron 
At the Westerly Yacht Club outdoor barbecue pit 

(Indoors, if weather is inclement) 
 
 

All New London Power Squadron members and guests are 
urged to attend and join with our counterparts from West-

erly, Saybrook and Norwich squadrons. 

What will we do?:  
♦ PFD swap or give-away. Please donate un-needed or 

outgrown PFD's for the swap party 
♦ All family sing-along 
♦ Impromptu lawn games 
♦ Opportunity to meet members from other squadrons 

What’s to eat?:  

Sausages, hot dogs, hamburgers with all the fixings, salads, 
sodas, coffee, water. 

New London Power Squadron members should provide 
pot-luck desserts. 
Cost: $5.00 adults and $3.00 for those 12 and under. 
 
Mail reservation requests and checks payable to Westerly 
Power Squadron by Friday, 9 June to: 
Ed Nardone 
84 Donizetti Drive 
Westerly, RI 02891-4625 
 
Do bring lawn chairs, blankets, balls and lawn games. 
 
Don't bring from the outside: Alcoholic beverages - Such 
drinks will be available for purchase at 
the Westerly Yacht Club bar and may be brought to the 
picnic area. 
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25 YEARS AGO 

March 1981  Changes are coming as noted in the 
following squib : As you may recall, or have read re-
cently in The Ensign, a vote on women membership 
will be taken at the Annual Meeting (1982). Probably 
this will be done simply by a motion to amend the By-
laws to omit the word “male”   This issue also in-
cluded a description of the Women’s Certificate  not-
ing that “ the Squadron Commander requesting award 
of a Woman’s Certificate shall certify that the woman 
for whom the certificate is requested meets the same 
standards of selectivity as required for members .” 
The 1978 USPS Constitution and Bylaws  say in Sec-
tion 6 The C/C may, at his discretion,  and upon re-
quest of a Squadron Commander, award  a Woman’s 
certificate to any selected female citizens of the 
United States who has attained her twelfth birthday. 
Elsewhere in this section it provides that Woman may 
take all courses  and examinations, but passing an 
exam does not permit the conferring of any title or 
grade nor permit the wearing or any display of insig-
nia on a vessel  . Also the Woman’s Certificate  con-
ferred no right of Membership, nor the right to fly  the 
USPS Ensign. Amazingly these wonderful woman 
were permitted to teach classes, although not mem-
bers! 

          

 

 

50 YEARS AGO  

March 1956 The Yardarm Editor included the follow-
ing short  notice: 

Report has it that  more gallant fliers of the USPS En-
sign, in slight repayment of that excellent ham, beans, 
etc. of February have invited sundry Alpha Mates be 
their roast beef guests at the April banquet at Light-
house Inn. Co-chairman Art Willhelm and Arab Con-
nor will have tickets available at the 26 March meet-
ing for tardy husbands and lovers. Any charmer who 
recognizes the shy and about to be retired Yardarm 
Editor is hereby urged to tap him for a $.75 drink be-
fore or after, since he can’t be made to put up $3 1/2 
for a dinner companion as braver men do. 

 

Looking Back 
             OVER THE YARDARM 

1000 – Various children’s activities; poster contest 
(continuous) 
1230 – Blessing of the Fleet 
1300 – D/1 Council Meeting on the deck  
1300 – Various children’s activities resumed 
1430 – Hands on Flare Demonstration 
1700 – Cookout – Hot Dogs, Hamburgers, beans, 
salad, dessert. 
 
Advance tickets are available from your Squadron 
Commander / designee by 11 June 2006. A limited 
number of tickets will be available the day of the 
event. $6.00 Adult, $3.00 Children under 12. Please 

bring your own lawn chair(s). In the event of rain, the 
cookout will start at 1500 in the boat shed behind the 
restaurant at EIM. 
 
Vessel Examiners will be available throughout the day 
both Saturday 
and Sunday to perform Safety Checks. Please make 
an appointment. 
 
Sunday 25 June –  
0800 - Pancake Breakfast at the Pavilion. ($2.00 per 
person to breakfast host: Meriden  
Squadron) 
 

(Continued from page 2)  Essex Island Rendezvous (cont.) 



The Pledge of the United 
States Power Squadrons: 

I do solemnly pledge to: 

Abide by the bylaws of the 
United States Power Squad-
rons; 

 

Promote high standards 
of navigation and sea-
manship; 

Maintain my boat and 
operate it legally; 

Render assistance 

whenever possible; and 

Conduct myself in a manner 
that will add prestige, honor, 

and respect to the United 
States Power Squadrons. 

TO: 

From: 

The Yardarm 
The Publication of The New London Power Squadron, 

 a Unit of  United States Power Squadrons®. 
SAIL AND POWER BOATING 

Address corrections to Publisher at: 
332 S. Burnham Hwy 

Lisbon, CT  06351 
macdore@sbcglobal.net 

 
Deadlines for submission of Articles for publication in THE YARDARM is the 15th day of the month.  We reserve the right to 
edit any and all material submitted for publication. All opinions expressed are those of the author and not necessarily those of The 
New London Power Squadron or The United States Power Squadrons, or the Editor of this publication.  Other NLPS publications 
have permission to use articles and photo’s from this publication with proper attribution to The Yardarm and or the author of the 
article. 
 

Please contact the Editor directly at 860 442-8007  or eleanor_c_mari8123@sbcglobal.net for further information. 

Visit  us at: http://www.usps.org/localusps/newlondon/ 

•  

 
Look inside for details…… 

District 1 and USPS Promise  
a fun filled summer 

 

Get involved with Co-operative Charting 

See Page 4 for details 
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