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 “News About Voluntary Headquarters 
Anniversary Billing (VHQAB)” 

 Our squadron will be joining USPS Volun-
tary Headquarters Anniversary Billing (VHQAB), 
starting in 2007.  This has been under discussion by 
the New London Power Squadron’s Executive Com-
mittee for some time now.  The Executive Commit-
tee unanimously approved a motion to participate in 
VHQAB at its 12 December meeting, and we have 
since obtained the obligatory approval of District 1 
Commander John Mancini, to participate in 
VHQAB.  Our request to join was submitted to 
USPS Treasurer, V/C Joseph Messenburg, on 16 De-
cember.  Approval of that request will most certainly 
be granted before the end of 2006. 

 You may not be completely familiar with 
VHQAB provisions, and I would like to fill you in 
with its most important features.  Here are some fre-
quently asked questions: 

Q, What is VHQAB anyway? 

A.   An improved method for processing USPS 
membership dues and for streamlining the proce-
dure for paying initial des for new members.  
VHQAB is being made available on a voluntary 
basis, upon specific request by interested local 
squadrons. 
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Q.  How will annual renewal dues be processed under 
VHQAB? 

 A.  HQ will invoice, collect and distribute dues from 
members at renewal time each year.  Members pay 
dues directly to HQ, by check, credit card or on-
line.  Existing members’ Anniversary Date for pay-
ment will continue to be 1 June, each year. 

  

Q. How does this differ from current practice? 

 A. Under the current system, HQ sends dues renewal 
invoices to members.  Members then pay dues to 
the local squadron treasurer, by check only.  The 
squadron treasurer the forwards the national USPS 
dues to HQ, with a report which details National,  

(Continued on page 3) 

Owner
Note
Late Breaking News - 2006 MERIT MARK Award winners. Congratulations!!
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Commander Cdr. Henry Curtis, AP h-curtis@sbcglobal.net (860) 443-5953 

Executive Officer  vacant   

Administrative Officer Lt/C Robert B Leete, AP robert_b_leete@sbcglobal.net (860) 691-1236 

Secretary Shirley Wick, AP bufflehead1@aol.com (860) 536-1840 

Treasurer Lt/C Anthony Salzarulo, AP Salzarulo@adelphia.net (860) 267-7073 

Acting Educational   
Officer 

P/C  M. Ellen Barbour, SN  kenbarbour@juno.com (860) 536-7779 

Asst. Secretary vacant   

Asst. Treasurer Lt/C Robert F. Smith, AP robertsmith9gun@sbcglobal.net (860) 442-7077 

Membership Robert B. Leete, AP robert_b_leete@sbcglobal.net (860) 691-1236 

The Bridge Of The New London Power Squadron 

CALENDAR                      http:/ww.usps.org   
NLPS Events 
13 Feb  2007 -Executive Board Meeting, begins 
 1900-2130, home of Jack Kurrus. 
26 Feb  2007 – NLPS Membership Meeting  Pot-luck 
 home of Editor Eleanor Mariani (see pg 4) 
  7 Mar  2007 - NLPS offers Boat Smart 19:00—
 21:00,  Claude Chester Middle School  
 Cafeteria, Groton. 
24 Mar  2007 - NLPS offers 2 hour GPS Course at 
 Defenders, Great Neck Road, Waterford.  
 Cost:  $25 members, $30 non-members. 
26 Mar  2007 - NLPS Membership Meeting (Annual 
 Meeting and Election of Officers)  Location 
 TBA. 
29 Apr  2007 - NLPS Change of Watch Ceremony 
 Location  TBA. 
District 1 Events 
31 Mar 2007— District 1 Spring Conference, Groton 
Motor Inn, Groton, CT.. 
 
Contact Lt/C Robert Leete, AP (860) 691-1236 for more in-
formation on any event. 

            Visit  us at: http://www.usps.org/localusps/newlondon/ 

For a complete listing of NLPS office holders and committee assignments, go to  “The Bridge” page on our website. 

 

Blessing for a Joyous 

New Year 
By Chaplain Jack Kurrus 

 

Our father, we give thanks for the  

Blessings 

Of a New Year, of a new Season 

And the opportunities for new beginnings 

As a new Season dawns we pray You will 
guide 

All those in our Squadron who labor 

That the Common Good may Be Served. 

                         Amen 
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                                                      SPECIAL    MEMBER 
 NAME                        TOWN            DAY          SINCE  

Janine Allard              Old Lyme        05              2006 

Adam Bergamo         Waterford         21             2006 

Lou Doboe, AP          Waterford        11             1998 

Rosemarie Marone  N. Franklin        15             1998 

Alice Payette                 Preston        21             1988 

District and local Squadron dues paid by each mem-
ber.  Later, upon dues assessments made by the 
District, the squadron treasurer sends the amount 
due to the District treasurer. 

 

 Q. How are initial dues for newly joining members 
handled under VHQAB? 

 A. The new member pays to the local squadron one 
full year’s dues (plus the initiation fee) upon join-
ing, by check or credit card.  HQ then invoices the 
local squadron for the new member’s National 
dues.  The new member Anniversary Date is fixed 
as the month of joining.  Subsequent dues renew-
als are billed for payment at that Anniversary 
Date. 

 

 Q. What is the current procedure, typical for those 
who are newly joining? 

 A. The new member pays pro-rated membership dues 
for the portion of the year remaining up to 1 June 
plus the initiation fee.  The pro-rated amount is 
calculated using a complicated formula, which 
many squadron treasurers find hard to decipher, 
resulting in frequent miscalculations of the 
amount required to be paid by the new member.  
The in ensuing years, the new member is locked 
into the 1 June Anniversary Date. 

 

 Q. What principal advantages does VHQAB provide 
to new members and squadron treasurers process-
ing new member dues? 

 A. The squadron treasurer is spared the hassle and 
uncertainty over calculating pro-rated dues for 
new members.  The new member is allowed to 
pay by check or credit card, a fixed amount, which 
is specified without uncertainty. 

  The above Q and A listing identifies only the 

(Continued from page 1)  

 

 general features of VHQAB, and illustrates only the 
most important differences, compared to current prac-
tice.  VHQAB clearly is easier for the member and for 
the squadron treasurer, but offers other advantages 
also.  For those who wish to learn more, I suggest that 
you download the Headquarters Power Point presenta-
tion on Anniversary Billing, which can be found at 
http://usps.org/national/natsec/PPT/VHQAB2006.ppt 

 

 Henry Curtis 

 

 

      

Daylight Sav- ings Time Be-
gins Earlier This Year:   

Set your clocks forward 
on March 11 !! 
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NLPS  Membership 
Gathering 
And Pot-Luck Dinner 

 
Where:  Home of Yardarm Editor,  
 Eleanor Mariani, 16 Wilson 
 Avenue, Quaker Hill. 
 
When:    Monday, February 26, 2007 
               6:30 pm 
 
Why:      To ward off the winter blues 
 and have some fun on a  
 Monday night. 

 
What’s going on?  We’ll 
have drinks, dinner and 
share some good stories.  
 

Bring either a main dish, side dish or 
desert to share.  BYOB if you want to 
drink something other than beer.  I’ll 
have mixers. 
 
RSVP to Lt/C Bob Leete by February 24 
At  (860) 691-1236.  
                 

 
                      

Look for Directions in 
the February Yard-
arm. 

      
Report from the SEO 
Lt/C Ellen Barbour,  SN   

 

 A Happy New Year to all. We hope that 2007 
will be full to overflowing with everything that you 
want it to be. That includes participation in New Lon-
don Power Squadron’s activities both educational and 
social. 

  As something new, the Education Department 
will be running a group of two hour seminars for our 
members and the public. The 4 we have on board 
presently are GPS, Onboard Weather Forecasting, Us-
ing VHF & VHF/DSC Marine Radio, and How to use 
a Chart. This is just the beginning, there are 6 more in 
the works and another 10 will be available next year. 

 We are excited by the chance to recruit new 
members while we have them at these seminars. With 
the waiver of exam requirement that is to be voted on 
at the Annual Meeting in Jacksonville in February it 
will make it easier to get new experienced boaters to 
join the Squadron, as they won’t have to take an exam 
to become a member. 

 Also on March 7th we will be conducting a 
Boat Smart class at the cafeteria in Claude Chester 
Elementary School at 1 Harry Day Drive in Groton. 
The school is across the street from the Groton Public 
Library off of Route 1. This course will be followed 
by Chart Smart, with Seamanship to follow that. 

 Looking ahead to March 24th we will be hav-
ing a GPS seminar at Defenders in Waterford from 9-
11 and again from 1-3 if there is enough interest. 

 So you see we have a lot of items on our plate 
for 2007, come enjoy the buffet. 
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By P/C Jack Kurrus, SN 

 

25 YEARS AGO 

January 1982  

In his January  column the then Cdr , John Duplice, 
devoted the column to the importance of boating Edu-
cation. In the last paragraph of his column he referred 
to the infamous Karen E incident." The ill fated Karen 
E is a grim reminder of the hazards that exist in the 
lack of boating knowledge. The education of the boat-
ing public is far too large an undertaking for NLPS. 
But we can and we are doing our share. My heartfelt 
thanks go out to our Education Department and the 
volunteer instructors and proctors who give of their 
time and knowledge.” The Karen E was a very large 
motorboat whose owner in the dark of night strayed 
across the towline catenary of a tug  towing a barge. 
The tow line severely damaged the yacht and only the 
owner survived. 

 

50 YEARS AGO  

January 1957   

Sad to report that our historical files do not contain 
many issues of the Yardarm for 1957. If anyone has 
some old issues squirreled away now would be a good 
time to forward them to the Squadron Historian for 
safe keeping. 

 

Compiled by Jack Kurrus, NLPS Historian.  Please 
respond directly to Jack Kurrus with any comments on 
the section. 

Looking Back 
             OVER THE YARDARM 

NLPS bids  
Farewell  

to a wonderful 
member. 

Bob was a Past Com-
mander and long-
time member of 
NLPS,  having joined 

United States Power Squadron in March of 
1959. In addition to his Cooperative Charting 
work , for which he was nationally recognized, 
he  taught many of our classes, including our 
public Boating Class and our member Ad-
vanced Grade Weather course. His United 
States Power Squadron membership number 
was the earliest issued of current NLPS mem-
bers. Bob was also the Squadron Educational 
Officer for multiple terms, promoting our 
public and member courses with much enthu-
siasm.  He earned 33 merit marks advancing 
Squadron activities.  Bob will be sadly missed. 

Niantic- Robert M. Silva, 82, of 30 Attawan 
Road, died Monday, December 17, 2006 at 
Bayview Health Care Center.  Robert was 
born June 10, 1924 in Norwich, CT the son of 
the late Manuel J. and Helen (Carver) Silva.  
A graduate of Chapman Tech and Mitchell 
College, he was a World War II Navy Veteran. 
He worked at New London Mills until its clo-
sure, then subsequently retired from New 
Haven Terminal where he was the traffic man-
ager for their New London operation. 
 
He enjoyed sailing and was a member of the 
Niantic Bay Yacht Club and the Crescent 
Cruising Club. He was also involved with the 
Boy Scouts of America.  
 
He is survived by his wife of 54 years, Dorothy 
(Thurber) Silva of Niantic; a son Jared R. 
Silva of Niantic; a daughter, Nancy Donovan 
and her husband John of Hingham, MA and 
three grandchildren, Kaitlin, Patrick and Sean 
Donovan. 
  
Donations in his name may be made to Hos-
pice of Southeastern Connecticut, 179 Galli-
van Lane, Uncasville, CT 06382 or to Massa-
chusetts General Hospital Pancreatic Cancer 
Research Program, c/o Development Office, 
165 Charles River Plaza, Suite 600, Boston, 
MA 02114. 

In Memory of  Robert Silva 



The Pledge of the United 
States Power Squadrons: 

I do solemnly pledge to: 

Abide by the bylaws of the 
United States Power Squad-
rons; 

 

Promote high standards 
of navigation and sea-
manship; 

Maintain my boat and 
operate it legally; 

Render assistance 

whenever possible; and 

Conduct myself in a manner 
that will add prestige, honor, 

and respect to the United 
States Power Squadrons. 

TO: 

From: 

The Yardarm 
The Publication of The New London Power Squadron, 

 a Unit of  United States Power Squadrons®. 
SAIL AND POWER BOATING 

Address corrections to Publisher at: 
332 S. Burnham Hwy 

Lisbon, CT  06351 
macdore@sbcglobal.net 

 
Deadlines for submission of Articles for publication in THE YARDARM is the 15th day of the month.  We reserve the right to 
edit any and all material submitted for publication. All opinions expressed are those of the author and not necessarily those of The 
New London Power Squadron or The United States Power Squadrons, or the Editor of this publication.  Other NLPS publications 
have permission to use articles and photo’s from this publication with proper attribution to The Yardarm and or the author of the 
article. 
 

Please contact the Editor directly at 860 442-8007  or eleanor_c_mari8123@sbcglobal.net for further information. 

Visit  us at: http://www.usps.org/localusps/newlondon/ 
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On-line Readers! 

 

 

 

Mark Your Calendars: 

26 February: Membership gathering at home of 
Eleanor Mariani (see page 4) 

24 March:  Come to Defenders, Waterford and take 
the USPS University 2 hour GPS Course—more info 
in Feb 

29 April:  Change of Watch Ceremony 




